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As Ealﬁ %hm ies gz’keome
‘eour

By Michael Getler
W.L»hlngwnPosLau.t '«mgr : )
" The transatlantic shutle dolomacv_that bas
occupied Secretary of State Alexander M. Haig Jr.
for two weeks has. produced sideshows here that
again have raised basic guestions about the envi--
ronment for forewn poixcv m U*e Reavan‘ "dmmo
istration. ' s
These. sv‘eshows m'-o;w a stranve mu of
events. - E ) r
They include seemm'-*ly trivial squaoble: over ]
Haig’s pe'sonahty in the administration at a tm,e
“when he is engayed in trving to =olvea sertous in-
ternational dxapute leaks to the news media that
are sometmes wrong and seem to undercut Haig's
mission, and gaping holes in the State Deoanu
ment bureaucracy that are rexea]ed W"e'x “a.g is |
tied up. g :
. Whatever the outcome of the dxspuﬁe ba*\:nen

[»ntam and Argentina- over the Falkland Islands, ]
the lesson that now seems clear is that ofﬁcxal
Washington can be its own worst enemy at tmnv
to deal Mth matters of sub<tance \ertus matiers
of personalitv. T :

Haig stands at the cente. of What is Y:xappemrt7
He is the solution and, rrghl; or wroncly, part of
the problem .

L'.

News ’Anal_vsis ;

: By .virtually all accounts from U.S. specialists 7
and foreign diplomats; Haig is the best the Rea- .
- gan administration has to offer in the way of well-
informed, experienced and reepected forewn po]—,
“iey makers and implémenters. .
. .’ But the former four-star Eeneral aIao has an
" occasionally prickly.- personam) and”is, s one’

icism among some administration of-

finding a solution or by trying to
‘leap into the same class of global

‘that the United States was giving as-

18 April 1982

helps to poison the atmosphere at
the highest levels of government. - :

- Similarly, that same atmo;phere
produces a measurable dose of cyn-

ficials about Haig’s overall mission’
in the Atlantic. Is he motivated by

statesmenship as. his former boss,
Henry A. Kissinger? Again, it is_a
question that is inevitable, given
Haig’s background,. but one that
seems to trmahze Amencan forelo'n
policy.

Amid his travels came news leaks

“solving it.

‘ “hlt" House official puts it, “very perk conxcx-‘
ous, meaning "i e"liljes the trappir{gs"of pow-

ter SRR T L
. This kind ot thmo ‘may not dxrectly aﬂect
- Haig’s relations with: the -president, but it seems'to |
be-an. undeniable: 1mmnt elsewhere in-the W hute

Thus, at the start" of Haws shutthng around
the ‘Atlantic and as that. shuttle continued, The "
- New York Times carried three stories about Haig’
and’an internal dispute with the White House
over which p]ane the- secretary should take on hls
journey. RIRRO e ¥
The issue was whether Haig uould ﬂy in a win--
_dowless plane \»hxch he dld not want. Haw S a:des
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sistance to Britain and that Moscow

wes giving intelligence information

to Argentina. Then came reports

“that the United States was also giv-

ing intelligence to Argentina. Then
-columnist Jack Anderson acquired
‘the partial transcript of a telephone

‘conversation between an airborne
"Haig and a vacatlonmg Presxdent
'Reacan

‘As best as can be determmed the

?reports of U.S. assistance to Britain
.are accurate, although this assistance

is not as extensive as has been de-

-scribed in some accounts and is rel-
. atively normal, given : the mutual
- military arrangements between the
.two allies. : RN CRREEY

- Reports about the Sovxets hawnv
N gwen intellizence to Argentina are

“not trueLsenior offictals say, though

‘the Soviets clearly are gathering data

‘on_the British fleet. The reports

:about the United States giving in-

telligence data to Argentina aIso are.

: not true, officials here say.~ " .74
Nevertheless, . all - these reports

‘were potentially damaging to the ef-
-fort to mediate, and none came out
‘of thin air. Somebody told reporters
:about these developments or con-
ﬁrmed things that either were not
‘true or that ofﬁcmls “assumed” were
‘true but rea]]y had no evidence to

"support. Here, too, there is cause for

|

Haig's travels in search of a Falk--
lands.solution have also raised ques-

-tions: publicly about the wisdom of
" focusing so exclusively for so long on

one issue while the Middle East,

“Central America, Poland and. a
“dozen other potenﬁal flash points

simmer. Some ask 1f this kind of

“sudden 'and intense attention - - does]
'_rgot som‘ehow reflect an admmlstraf
“tion tendency for brief bursts of en-

ergy on an 1ssue thhout realIy re-

Supporters of Haig, “and ‘even
those sometimes cntxcal of his style,’
do not buy this argument. They say|
nothing elsewhere seems immediate-
ly explosive enough to demand that

-Haig end hls enorts on the Falk-

‘lands.
Indeed, whlle the Falklands CI‘IS'S'

, started with a comlc-opera quality, it

is a deadly serious business in whxch.

-lives could be lost, two govemments

could fall, and. the Royal Navy, the
best and biggest allied fleet in. Eu-

‘rope, could be-tied up indefinitely]
‘more than 8,000 miles from where it

-is supposed to play a key ;ole in the

'North Atlantic alliance.

What the situation does ca;t a

_ _spothvht on,’ however are "the con-
_tinuing vacancies in the Stahe De-‘
__partment bu.reax.uacy _q

In Haig’s absence, the deputy sec-

“retary of state, Walter J. Stoessel,
»had to be sent to the Middle East to
‘ease tensions there - even - though
* Stoessel is not & Specialist in that re-
“gion.” - Lawrence 'S. ~ Eagleburger,
fStates enervetxc, “all-purpose No. 3,
. Is running’ tbe departments daxl)
‘operations. " "3

Ea,,leburgel"w wae formerly

 charge. of European affairs, but no-
-body - has_ been .named . to replace
‘him, and Haig's choice, Richard R.| .
Burt, the current director of politico-{ -
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